
SAFE, SECURE & IN LINE WITH THE LAW 
 

 
Hi everyone, my name is Isioma and I am the In-House Solicitor for 
Ad Hoc. In this article, property owners will be updated with legal 
developments in the industry and guardianship news.  
 
If you have any further legal questions or want to ask anything 
pertaining this article, please do not hesitate to contact your local 
offices’ Area or Business Development Manager who will be able 
to assist. 
 

 
 

Introducing the Property Guardian Providers’ Forum  
 
After the launch of Ad Hoc’s Respect for Guardians Charter 
two years ago, which focuses on raising industry 
standards, Ad Hoc are now delighted to be working in 
collaboration with six other leading property guardian 
companies. Together, the companies have set up the 
Property Guardian Providers’ Forum to benchmark the 
legal status of a Guardian and detail the obligations of 
property owners and management companies.  
 
The group commissioned top housing lawyers and a 
barrister to produce a white paper dated November 2017 
laying out the standards required from guardianship 
companies including health and safety requirements, fire 
and gas safety, and various other regulations. The Forum is 
currently considering setting up a deposit redress scheme 
where Guardians can obtain external and independent 
resolutions for any issues or complaints.  
 
 

HMO Regulations 
 
Did you know that there are new HMO rules coming into 
force from the 1st October 2018? The Licensing of Houses 
in Multiple Occupation (Prescribed Descriptions) (England) 
Order 2006(3) will be replaced with The Licensing of 
Houses in Multiple Occupation (Prescribed Description) 
(England) Order 2018.  
 

The three major changes that you need to know about are:  
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1. The removal of the three-storey rule: Irrespective of the number of floors in a house, 
mandatory licencing has been extended to all houses with five or more people from two 
or more households. 

2. The national minimum room size for sleeping accommodation is now 6.51sq-m for one 
person (or 10.23sq.m for two). 

3. Licence holders must provide suitable facilities for the storage and disposal of waste and 
recycling in accordance with the council’s waste and recycling collection requirements. 

 
             These new rules mean Area and Business Development Managers are working closely with 

property owners whose properties fall under these new licensing rules or checking 
exemptions where applicable. We encourage you to contact us to discuss whether your 
property will fall under this new regime.  

 
 Call 0333 0156660 and speak to a member of our team for more information. 


